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Next Monthly Member Meeting will be Tuesday,   

March 7, 2023, 7:00 PM in the PWA Pilots Lounge   

  

Board Meeting at 6:00 PM   
 

 

President’s Corner 
 

EFC Members, 
 

I want to thank everyone for their assistance 

and prayers and just the simple comments of 

appreciation and support.  January 16
th
 

changed a lot for many of us and the healing 

will take some time.  I have found myself 

researching and speculating but I find it really 

does no good except to continue my 

overwhelming thought of “what” and the 

inevitable “why”?  It is not the first time I 

have asked the good Lord the same questions 

with life over the years and I know it will not 

be the last.  But, I do have the stoic faith and 

steadfast determination to continue and trust 

in whom I believe to be in complete control 

and directing my steps. 

 

The Board has taken the steps to continue on 

with our flying club operations and it has been 

difficult.  Is it too early?  Do we sit back and 

just rest a while or……?  It is tough to please 

all 60 plus members as to the feelings that 

surface but we have elected to continue on as 

best we can.  And I know it is as both of these 

men would have wanted us to.  The survey is  

 

out and we appreciate everyone’s candid 

answers.  There was a lot of thought and work 

placed into the questions to determine our 

next steps.  The one thing of a club like ours 

is your personal feelings may not always be 

the majority.  We are taking this survey to 

ensure everyone has a voice but the reality is, 

the desires of the many trump the wishes of a 

few.  Our club has members for four aircraft.  

Our goal is to find the fit that is needed and 

the overall preference of our members. 

 

Unfortunately, just like our personal finances, 

there are often things out of our reach so a lot 

of thoughtful considerations for finances and 

EFC operations/member dues etc. will all 

come into play.  The hull payment for 66D 

will be coming shortly and due to the bank 

lien, this will basically pay off our note at the 

bank.  The payment is approximately 3K a 

month so the removal of this lets us breathe a 

little easier for a few months because our 

flying hours have been extremely down.  

Most likely due too many reasons and not just 

the weather.  Once our survey gets tallied and 

discussed, we will begin the next process.  It 

is definitely not the best time to be in our 

situation as far as inflation and prices but as I 



have always done in my life, we take our 

time, delay any impulses and work together 

methodically to accomplish a common goal. 

 

And since our newsletters are posted on our 

EFC web site and seem to be viewed by many 

(Non EFC Members) over the last couple of 

months, I wanted to simply write a few things 

I have heard and viewed on the internet.  

Speculation is not a fact.  Speculation is an 

assumption that uses personal 

experience/expertise along with perceived 

facts as obtained from various sources.  The 

one thing I wanted to discuss is the point 

some make that this was an instructional flight 

only.  That is a perception from viewing the 

statements and preliminary report.  EFC test 

flies our aircraft using our maintenance 

officer or operations officer or someone 

designated by the Board after repairs or 

maintenance.  66D was ran for significant 

time and taxied for almost an hour prior to 

this flight.  At this end of this, the cowling 

was removed and everything double checked 

for leaks etc. after the annual.   

 

The test flight, performed by our Operations 

Instructor/Director was accompanied by 

another club member with a plethora of 

experience and ratings.  I personally can think 

of very few others pilots I would have had 

perform this duty prior to general scheduling 

of the aircraft.  As we all know, we required 

each member to fly with an instructor to 

become familiar with the autopilot before 

being approved for flights in the future.  I 

found nothing wrong with the co-mingling of 

these two items by these two experienced 

pilots.  The flight was directly to our practice 

area to the west and within reach of three 

immediate airports in the case of an 

emergency.  The perception of some is, why 

not test fly first and then instruct about the 

autopilot?  I don’t find that plausible as these 

two pilots were not unfamiliar with the GT 

500.  It was merely checking it out as well as 

the aircraft in our practice area within 

immediate vicinity of many places to land.  

That to me is the frustration that people 

without knowledge perceive and voice 

sometimes.  We will continue to live through 

this and I am sure it won’t be the last time I 

get frustrated at arm chair quarterbacks but I 

just wanted to place this in here in case 

someone wanted to obtain the specifics from a 

reliable source. 

 

The sunshine is out today and the 70 degrees 

yesterday and today have been nice.  My hope 

is we are starting to turn the corner on weather 

but it is spring so be careful.  I want also let 

everyone know Andrew Nantze has assumed 

the role of Operations Director for EFC as he 

has filled in over the last six months many 

times.  I am happy to see him assume this role 

and know all of our instructors will as well.  

We have quite a few CFI/II in the club so take 

the opportunity to use these folks to stay 

current and strengthen the skills.  Thanks 

everyone! 

   

I hope everyone can respond to the survey so 

the Board can sit and discuss the answers next 

week at the meeting and I hope each of you 

can come and discuss.  Our meeting will be at 

7:00 pm Tuesday at PWA.  Please allow the 

Board to conduct business until 6:45 pm.   

 

Stewart Burchett 

EFC President 

 

 

Operations Information 

 

March Spring weather and storms are already 

upon us this year. I was reminded just how 



quickly fronts can move through (specifically 

cold fronts) bringing dangerous winds, rain, 

and tornados. Please renew your habits of 

checking weather before you fly even if it's 

just a local flight. Recall that you are required 

to check weather for any flight that isn't (very) 

close to the airport, that a weather briefing is 

available from numerous sources, and that it 

is quick (and simple) to obtain. Keep in mind 

there may be perfect weather here when you 

take off but your destination could easily be 

unobtainable due to weather.  

As always, with any weather briefing, things 

can change quickly even if you know what’s 

coming so have a back-up plan in mind.  

Know YOUR limits for your current 

ability/proficiency for any situation. This can 

be for wind, crosswind, clouds, daylight, 

airframe, airports, distance, etc. Feel free to 

reach out and get an instructor for any 

upcoming flights as we’re always happy to fly 

and keep y’all flying.  

Andrew Nantze  

EFC Operations Director 

 

 

 

Birthday Checkrides 

 

If your birthday is in March or April, now is 

the time to schedule your birthday checkride. 

 

 


